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Director's address

A short note on th 7th Universitas Sanata Dharma Graduate Students Conference – 2018

	 It is the second time for me to give an introduction note on the abstract publication of the conference, 
the previous one dated back the 6th Sanata Dharma University Graduate Students Conference (GSC) last year. 
I am grateful for this privilege to witness this prestigious opportunity. 

	 Learning the abstracts of this conference, I find a precious paragon of an intellectual exercise of the 
students of the graduate school from Sanata Dharma University and other institution fellows as well. This 
7th GSC shows various themes brought up by the participants, ranging from language education, literature, 
appreciation of the IT users to a verbal expression on the recent time. What a wide range of the themes! The 
participants will jump from one topic to another on presentations. From the very technicality of the subject 
– such as the use of English code mixing in social media, a rich of lived experience on various areas, to the 
ideological expressions on literature or in a direct speech  of a famous public figure as the US President Trump. 
A challenge, as well as an opportunity! It depends on how we respond and make a follow up afterwards. 

	 Listening, appreciating, discussing and critizicing on the presentation topics in a critical and academic 
way will be widening our horizon. This will create an emotionally and intelectually overwhelming....

	 I am firm that as an annual program conducted by USD graduate students, this conference shows 
continual academic spirits. On one side, this conference shows the concern of Sanata Dharma graduate 
program on English Language which includes education, translation, literature and linguistics. Those are the 
characteristics of the institution since its founding. On the other side, the papers of this 7th Graduate Students 
Conference become pin points of the recent issues and trend. 

	 Congratulations to the participants for tremendous determinations, eagerness, zeal, and passion on 
exploring and  deepening the current issues. Congratulations to the committee for preparing, facilitating and 
organizing the conference. This eventually will benefit us in the process of professional maturity towards 
academic advances.

Thank you very much. 

Dr. G Budi Subanar
Director of Graduate Program
Of Sanata Dharma University
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Dear participants,

	 Fist of all, I would like to welcome you to Universitas Sanata Dharma  and thank you for your 
participation in this Graduate Conference. This conference aims at engaging the participants in an academic 
forum, giving them chance not only to present ideas but also learn from others. This engagement with other 
scholars in related disciplines is crucial in preparing our academic career as well as building future academic 
and professional networking. This forum shall help students in their final stage of their study to overcome 
intellectual loneliness they might have encountered when writing a thesis or a dissertation.

	 This year’s theme is “Language, Technology and Digital Economy” – a theme designed to relate 
English Studies with digital ecosystem. Digital world has been inseparable from our daily life, both socially 
and academically. The challenge for the disciplines is to make what we interrogate academically in touch 
with this new ecology. The ability to make ourselves relevant will not only contribute to our career, such as 
finding a good job, but also help our society at large face this potentially turbulent change. This difficult task of 
anticipating the unknown, when properly asked and formulated, prepares us for ever-changing circumstance 
driven by digitalization of our ecology.

	 Finally, I would like to wish you all fruitful discussion and sincerely hope that we will all learn from 
this conference.

Yogyakarta 16 May 2018,

 

Paulus Sarwoto, Ph.D. 

Welcome Address from the Graduate Program of English Language Studies
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	 I would like to thank and welcome the presenters and participants of the 7th Graduate Students 
Conference (GSC) held by the Graduate Students of English Language Studies (ELS), Universitas Sanata 
Dharma. This conference has been becoming a staple event of ELS since 2012 and now it is being held for 
the seventh time, marking the 7 years of the GSC establishment in ELS. This conference was made in order 
for scholars, particularly those who rise from English Major, to be able to presents their idea and learning by 
listening to others’ idea. GSC is expected to be a place where ideas being exchange, connection being made, 
and knowledge being spread.

	 For this year, the theme for the GSC is “Language, Technology and Digital Economy” in order to 
explore the correlation between nowadays technology and English Studies. As being known broadly, 
nowadays technology has taken a big impact in our society life let alone our way of thinking and study in the 
English Major. In linguistics, the spreading of the internet has made many new words being formed in order to 
compensate the need to describe new phenomena such as selfie, wefie, and memes. In literature a new genre 
has emerged in the form of fan fiction, flash fiction, and of course the famous story-sharing website called 
Wattpad. In education, the teachers now are no longer bounded to whiteboard and LCD Projector as they have 
many technological tools to help them reach their student and conduct the learning process more efficient and 
fun such as using Edmodo, Canvas, and Google Classroom. Translation also benefitted from the technology 
as now there are plenty of Computer-Assisted Translation software that can help them withtheir work. Despite 
all of the benefits that technology gives us, we should be prepared for the disadvantages that can be occurred 
in our using of technology. Therefore, it is important for us to discuss about language in relation to technology 
so that we can reap all the benefits that technology offers while keep the disadvantages at minimum.

	 As a final remark, I wish you to have prolific discussion and let the process of mutual learning begin.

Tan Michael Chandra
Conference Chair
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